Easy 0
Photc ty

By Lavica
Tutorial 4

In thelast tutorial | showed you an easy way to make Photoshop shapes, if you had
no problems with that then you should find this tutorial equally as easy. Really this
Isatwo in one tutorial because as well learning how to make your own styles you
will also learn how to make and save preset patterns as well.

What you will need:
Any version of Adobe Photoshop from 7 through to CS3.
A few images of patterns or textures you like and want to experiment with.

Step 1
Open up Photoshop and make a blank image about 640 x 480 for ease of view as

below.

Marme: | Untitled-1

Preset: | 640 x 480 v|

width: [ 640 | pixels v
Height: | 480 | pixels v
Resolution: | 72 ||:|i:-cel5,finch V|

Color Mnde:| RGB Color ‘V| | 8 bit v|
& Adobe Photoshop Background Contents: | White V|
a=W Edit Image Layer Select Filter View
&) Advanced
Open... Ctrl+0
Browse... Alt+Ctrl+0 Color Profile: | SRGB IEC61966-2.1 v
Open As... Alt+shift+Ctrl+0
Open Recent r Pxel Aspect Ratio: | Square v|

Next open the image of the pattern or texture you would like to use on your style.
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Make sure your image isin RGB mode as shown below.
) Adobe Photoshop

File Edit BigEs=0 Layer Select Filter Wiew Window Help

e
Grayscale

Adjustments 4
Duplicate... Indexed Color...
Apply Image. .. v RGE Color
Calculations. .. CMYK Colar

] Lab Color
Image Size... Alt+Ctrl+1 P

Step 2

Click anywhere on the pattern or texture to make sure it is selected. Then go to Edit
at the top of the page, click on Edit and then click on Define Pattern as shown
below. Thiswill put your chosen image into your Adobe preset patterns so you can
useit in your work, you will now be given an option to save it with the name of your
choice, then click OK to save to your preset pattern collection.
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Pattern Name

Y ou will now see that pattern amongst your othersif you select patterns from your
toolbar on the left and then the drop down at the top centre of the page.
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Step 3

Now close the pattern/texture image as you don’'t need it now as you’ ve already
saved it to your Adobe patterns. If it asks you to save before closing choose the No
option.

Next on your left hand toolbar select the Text tool and write some text of your
choosing — one word is enough and make it anice large visible size | used 72 pt but
you will have to experiment depending on what font you use. Use alight colour for

the text.
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Click on to the M ove tool again.

You can now move and drag the text around the page to a position that suits you but
first make sure the text layer is actually the layer you have selected to work on, you
can do this by right clicking on the text and then select whatever the name of your
text layer is, | wrote the word Style so that iswhat my layer was automatically
named — see below.

Background

Select Similar Layers

Step 4

In this step we will begin to create the layer or text style. Thisis the fun part where
you can play around with the settings to your hearts content until you get a style
you're really happy with. Ok now you have selected your layer next go to the top of
the page and click on the L ayer tab. A drop down menu will appear, from that
choose Layer Style and then Pattern Overlay as shown below.
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Layer Properties...
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Layer Mask L4 Sl
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o Color Overlay...
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Layer Style
Styles — Pattern Owverlay LTJ
— Pattern
Blending Options: Defaut Plerl Modes
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[] Contour Link with Layer
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[ Celer Overlay
[] Gradient Owverlay
[ Stroke

Click on the pattern window and then click on the pattern you created you will see it
Isimmediately applied to the text on your image. Now you can start to make other
changes to suit your taste and requirements.
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Y ou can add a drop shadow to the style as you can see on the top left of the small
window, simply tick the box next to Drop Shadow and the click on drop shadow to
open the settings for that feature.

Styles Drop Shadow
Structure
Blending Crptions: Default Blend Mode: -
Drop Shadow Opacty: — x %
[]1nner Shadow
F —— Angle:@” [] Use Global Light
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Psttern Overlzy Layer Knocks Out Drop Shadow

Play with the settings alittle till you get an effect you like.



Y ou can also select and deselect any of the other boxes on the list and click on the
names to add different effectsif you don’t like an effect smply uncheck the box or
return the settings back to how they were originally. Below are some examples using
different settings. If you don’t want to use a pattern you can deselect the pattern
option and use a colour overlay or agradient to fill you layer.

Just afew examples of playing with shadow and outer glow and gradients and
stroke.



Step 5
Finally when you achieve the style your happy with you will want to save it so select

New Style which is on the top right hand side of the window and give your style a
name, then click OK to confirm.

New Style

i Mame: |

[¥]Include Layer Effects
‘ [¥] Include Layer Blending Options

Layer Style
— Gradient Overlay
Gradient
Blending Crptions: Default Blend Mode:
Drop Shadow Opscty: —— ([ 100 |%
e s I w0
Gradient 7| [Reverse Preview
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[ Duter Style: Align with Layer
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[] Contour Scale: | — %‘
oz 200.0H ] Texturs
[] =stin
[] Color Overlay

Y ou will now be able to see your newly created stylesin the small styles window as

depicted below and you can select and use it from now on with any chosen layer or
text.

If you have any other stylesin that window at the time of saving you can choose to
save it to that set by clicking the tiny arrow in the top right hand corner of the styles
window and selecting Save Styles. Y ou can aso delete the other stylesin the
window by right clicking on each individual style and selecting Delete. Don’'t worry



you won't lose those styles they just won't be in the new set you are creating, but
they will still exist in your presets under their original name. Choose a name for your
new set and save it. Now every time you make a new style you can add it to this set,
but remember to save each time with the set name you created.
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Save Styles...

Replace Styles...

Above shows what to select on the drop down menu and below the shows the save
window.
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Layer styles can be used in many different ways on text and layers (but not on
backgrounds). To apply astyle to alayer — select the layer first by right clicking it
and choosing its name from the list and then click on the style you want to apply to it
—it'sassimple as that.

| hope you enjoyed this tutorial on making easy styles and will have fun making lots
of your own.

Lavica
If you would like me to make a signature
or avatar for you or would like help with
some other kind of graphic then mail me at:

lavica.art@gmail.com

and I’ll do my best to help...



